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EUREKA DUNES (E-7) 

The vastness o f the California Desert contains 
many areas endowed by nature, or man, w i th 
characteristics that set them apart. Eureka Dunes 
is one of these. In fact, Eureka Dunes is so unique 
that the Secretary of the Interior designated the 
dunes as a National Natural Landmark in early 
1983. The Bureau o* Land Management and the 
California Department of Fish and Game have de
veloped a management plan to protect the areas 
unique habitat. 

From a distance, the Eureka Dunes appear to f loat 
above the f loor o f Eureka Valley. This image results 
because the l ight colored dunes stand out in sharp 
contrast t o the surrounding mountains wh ich are 
composed of very dark colored rocks. The highest 
point of the dunes stands 682 feet above the valley 
f loor , making them the tallest in California. 

A scene almost as str iking as the dunes themselves 
is the prominent mult i -colored strata exposed on the 
face of the Last Chance Mountains. The fo rm and 
rich colors of these strata create a background for 
the paler dune system, wh ich , when viewed at dawn 
or sunset, creates a panorama of sand and rock of 
exquisite beauty. Wi th suff icient rainfall in the 
spring, an astonishing variety of color and beauty, 
is displayed in a carpet of w i ld f lowers. 

LOCATION 

The dunes are in the northern part of the California 
Desert Conservation Area. They are accessible by 
dr iv ing 45 miles east f rom Big Pine or 50 miles 
nor th f rom Death Valley on paved or graded d i r t 
roads. 

GEOLOGY 

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 

The entire sand dune area was closed to all motOI 
ized vehicle use in 1977. Other types of non 
vehicular use are allowed and popular activities In 
the dunes include overnight camping, hik ing, and 
photography. For those wanting to drive of f highway 
vehicles on sand, the Olancha Dunes in the southern 
Owens Valley and the Dumont Dunes south of 
Death Valley are open for such vehicular use. 

Eureka Valley is a down-faulted desert basin sur
rounded by upl i f ted mountains: the Last Chance 
Mountains to the east, the Saline Mountains to the 
west and nor th . These rugged, sparsely vegetated 
and mul t i -colored ranges stand out starkly f rom 
the sediment f i l led valley. Eureka Valley is a closed 
basin wh ich , in earlier geologic times, was a large 
and deep freshwater lake. In the more arid climate 
of today, Eureka Valley contains a shallow ephemeral 
lake or playa more than two and one half miles 
long by a mile wide. 

The dunes are the most unique and outstanding 
feature w i th in Eureka Valley. Three factors are 
needed to bui ld a dune fo rmat ion : the presence of 
a source o f sand; a recurrent w ind strong enough to 
move the sand; and a place where the sand can 
accumulate. Weathered outcroppings of sandstone 
and alluvial fans provide the sand. Winds of 
necessary velocity are common, part icularly in the 
spring. The conf igurat ion of the surrounding 
mountains causes the winds to eddy and deposit 
the suspended sands in the southern end of the 
valley. Nor th of the dunes, the valley narrows 
and then opens into a large circular basin. Nor th 
and northwest winds, funneling through the valley, 
swirl around the southern basin, and, slowed down , 
lose their abi l i ty to transport the sand which settles 
down into the dune system. 

The exact age of the Eureka Dunes is unknown. 
In geologic terms they are considered recent; 
however, they are at least several thousand years o ld . 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Archaeological sites are not uncommon near the 
Eureka Dunes. Because these sites are considered 
sensitive, they are not described in this narrative. 
The visitor to Eureka Dunes is reminded that un
authorized col lect ion of artifacts and disrupt ion of 
archaeological sites is a violat ion o f Federal law 
under the Ant iqui t ies Ac t . 

WILDERNESS 

The Eureka Dunes are contained w i t h i n the Saline 
Valley Wilderness Study Area and have been desig
nated as suitable fo r inclusion in the National 
Wilderness System. 

Unt i l Congressional review is completed, the area 
must be managed under the Bureau o f Land Man
agement's inter im management pol icy and guide
line^ for lands under wilderness review to ensure 
that wilderness characteristics and values are not 
impaired. 

WILDLIFE 

The Eureka Dunes support a relatively rich fauna. 
Vertebrates are wel l represented. Th i r t y species 
of birds are known t o inhabit the dunes and the 
areas immediately adjacent to them. Six addit ional 
species, mostly water birds, are known to uti l ize the 
area during periods o f standing water. 

Fairy shrimp and shield are common in the playa 
after summer thunderstorms when water is present. 
These are creatures whose immediate concern is to 
mate and lay eggs, wh ich lay dormant unt i l water 
is again present. 

A t least nine species of reptiles occupy the Eureka 
Dunes". Other than bats, 15 species of mammals 
have been recorded, 10 of which are rodents. The 
most important is the pall id kangaroo mouse which 
reaches the southern l im i t of its range in this region. 
Carnivores include the coyote and bobcat. Al though 
desert bighorn sheep are usually confined to the 
Last Chance Range, individual animals are known 
to approach the dunes during their rare migrations. 
As many as 16 species of bats occur; 11 of them f ly 
in f rom nearby valleys, such as Owens, Saline, and 
Deep Springs. 

KANGAROO MOU8E 

FLORA, FAUNA AND 
ENDANGERED SPECIES 

The three major vegetation types predominant w i t h 
in the Eureka Dunes area are: Creosote bush scrub, 
allscale alkali scrub, which occurs along the edge of 
the playa due west of the dunes; and the psamm 
ophyt ic (or 'sand plant') scrub steppe, which occurs 
on the dunes proper. 

I he primary species w i th in the creosote bush scrub 
plant assemblage are creosote bush, bur sage, indigo 
bush and shadscale. Some ol the species extend onto 
the low dunes so that there are no clearly defined 
boundaries between any of the vegetation types. 

I lie playa periphery supports a plant assemblage of 
halophytes (salt tolerant plants) including allscale, 
shadscale, red mol ly , and alkali blue. 

EURLKA DUNES 
EVENING PRIMROSE 

The Eureka Dunes themselves support a psamm-
ophyt ic plant assemblage. The word psammophytic 
refers to plants wh ich inhabit sandy areas. f he 
predominant species is Eureka dune grass, a perre-
nial dune binding grass. This species, the only living 
member of its genus (Swallenia), is a Federally 
listed endangered species and is endemic to Eureka 
Valley. It occurs throughout the dunes and is one of 
only two species present on the highest part of the 
dunes (the other being desert dicoria). Other species 
present on the lower and more stable port ions of the 
dunes include Eureka Dunes evening primrose, which 
is also federally-listed as endangered; shining loco 
weed, which is under review for possible listing; 
plicate clodenia; Indian rice grass; and Indigo bush. 

valine 
valley 

maisli 
SALINE VALLEY MARSH CC-12) 

Flanked by towering mountains, Saline Val ley is 
nearly barren except for the Saline Valley Marsh, a 
lush oasis in the middle o f an otherwise arid land
scape. Though the water in the marsh is salty, the 
area supports a variety of plants and animals. 

Mesquite thickets occupy the margins of the marsh 
on land where water lies close to the surface. 
Creosote bush and desert hol ly are common in the 
less salty areas, whi le pickleweed covers more saline 
locations. The red-spotted toad and the introduced 
bul l f rog make their home in the marsh, as do several 
species of introduced non-game f ish. Well over 100 
species of resident and migratory birds f ind refuge 
here. Ringtail cats, k i t foxes, gray foxes, bobcats, 
and coyotes are frequent visitors, occassionally 
being joined by bighorn sheep. 

LOCATION 

Located in the northern por t ion o f the California 
Desert, Saline Valley can be reached by graded dir t 
roads f rom U.S. 395, State Highway 190, and by 
driving north f rom Death Val ley. Be aware that there 
are no services i: : ' e 5a "a , a a , . 

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Saline Valley offers the oppor tun i ty t o visit and 
explore a rugged desert environment. There are no 
services so all visitors must carry A L L necessary 
supplies. No motor ized vehicular travel is allowed on 
either the low lying sand dunes in the center of the 

valley or in the Saline Mountain Range on the north 
edge of the valley. Vehicle travel is al lowed on all 
other approved routes. In addit ion to pr imit ive 
vehicular routes, there are many excellent unde
veloped hik ing, rock-hounding, and camping sites. 
Hunt ing and shooting is al lowed, subject to 
state laws. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

The cultural resources w i th in Saline Valley Marsh 
include highly significant historic, prehistoric, and 
Native American sites, features and artifacts. The 
current boundaries encompass 27 recorded archae 
ological sites, and many others that are unrecorded. 
Most archaeological sites are concentrated near water 
resources and the mesquite dunes. Site types include 
villages, rock shelters, temporary camps, trails, 
cremations, l i th ic scatters, rock art locations, mil l ing 
locations, po t te ry , and historic sites. Because of their 

sensitivity, the nature and location o f these sites can
not be revealed here. Please remember that all arch
aeological and historical sites are protected by Federal 
law under the Ant iqui t ies Ac t and the Archaeological 
Resources Protection Ac t . The sites should not be 
disturbed. Violators are subject to prosecution. 

HISTORIC RESOURCES 

The salt lake in Saline Val ley, l ike others throughout 
the basin and range province, was recognized by late 
19th Century prospectors as a source of sodium 
chloride and borax. Borax was discovered in Saline 
Valley in 1874. Salt was mined on a small scale 
commercial ly before that date, but became a large 
scale operation after 1903. 

While these mineral deposits were significant, the 
remoteness of the area, ruggedness of terrain, and 
lack of easy access made development of mineral 
resources uneconomical. The sites which remain 
portray early attempts to explo i t these minerals and 
the ingenious technological solutions developed to 
cope w i th problems peculiar to Saline Val ley. 

The Borax Works 

The borax works were bui l t on the west shore of the 
salt lake by the Conn and Trudo Borax Company in 
the late 1870's. It operated unt i l around 1895 w i th 
borax f rom the salt marshes. Al though Death Valley 
and Searles Lake borax sites became more famous, 
Saline Val ley, along w i th Calico in San Bernardino 
County, were the principal producers of borax in 
the count ry between 1888 and 1893. The ruins of 
the borax works are divided by Saline Valley Road. 

The site consists of five shallow rock-lined basins of 
varying sizes to the east of the road and a large 
foundat ion w i t h addit ional stone-lined trenches 
west of the road 

Saline Valley Salt Works 
and Tram 

The salt works and tram were placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1973. The site includes 
the remains of the salt works at the southern end of 
the salt lake, and the t ramway support and associated 
structures and artifacts which run f r om the salt lake 
up Daisy Canyon over the Inyo Mountains and down 
to Swansea in Owens Valley. 

The t ramway was a remarkable engineering feat. 
I t was the steepest t ramway in the United States, 
rising f rom 1100 feet in the Saline Valley f loor to 
8500 feet at the Inyo Crest, then dropping to 3600 
feet at Swansea. The Saline Valley Tram is claimed 
to be " the most scenic, historic, best preserved, 
oldest, and largest of its k ind remaining t oday " 

BLM's LONG-TERM 
VISITOR PROGRAM 
To meet the needs of winter visitors and stil l protect 
fragile desert resources, the B L M has established 
nine "Long-Term Visi tor Areas ( L T V A s ) " along the 
Colorado River and in the Cal i fornia Desert, where 
visitors may camp the entire win ter on publ ic lands. 
OUTSIDE THESE A R E A S , CAMPING IS L I M I T E D 
TO FOURTEEN DAYS IN ONE L O C A T I O N 
UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED. 

Winter visitors who wish to stay more than 14 days 
may do so by purchasing a LONG-TERM VISITOR 
PERMIT and selecting a location in one of the 
designated Long-Term Visitor Areas. The cost of a 
Long Term Vis i tor Permit is $25.00. The permit 
covers the use season f rom October 1 to May 3 1 . 
Golden Eagle, Golden Age, and Golden Access 
Passport discounts do not apply toward the fee. 
Permit holders may move f rom one L T V A location 
to another. 

The tram was constructed between 1911 and 1913 
to provide transportat ion of the exceptionally pure 
salt deposits f rom the salt lake in Saline Valley to 
Owens Valley where it was mil led and shipped by 
rail. The 13.5 mile aerial wire rope tram was 
electrically powered and capable of carrying 20 tons 
per hour. The t ramway operated f rom 1913 to 
1918, again between 1920-21, and later in 1929 
and 1936. The ownership changed hands four times 
during this period. In the end, the cost of oper
ating the tram proved uneconomical. 

Despite its National Register status, the Salt Works 
and t ramway have been severely damaged by vandals. 
Vi r tual ly all of the structures w i th in easy access by 
roads, including terminals, have been dismantled 
and carted of f by w o o d gatherers and junk collectors. 

WILDLIFE 

A diverse fauna and a variety of wi ld l i fe habitat are 
located w i th in the Saline Valley area. The marsh is 
of prime importance and offers an oasis in a very arid 
environment. Extensive and very dense mesquite 
thickets surround the marsh and provide valuable 
food and cover for many small animals, furbearers 
and migratory birds. 

The water supply comes pr imari ly f rom Hunter 
Canyon which has a perennial stream. Sand dunes 
and mesquite thickets also occur in the northern 
area and provide a contrasting habitat to the 
aquatic area. 

The important species are: 

A m p h i b i a n s The native red-spotted toad and the 
introduced bul l f rog make their home 
in the marsh. 

Rept i lGS A t least eight species of reptiles have 
been identi f ied in the area. Some of 
the lizards include the desert iguana, 
chuckwalla, and the collared lizard. 
No snakes have been seen. 

F i s h Three species have been introduced 
into a pond in the vic in i ty of the 
marsh: the western mosquitof ish, or 
chub, brown-bul lhead, and bluegil l . 
None are catchable sport f ish. 

B i r d s Bird l i fe is diverse and abundant. It 
is concentrated in the marsh, Hunter 
Canyon stream, mesquite thickets, 
and in the vicini ty of the artesian 
wel l . A total of 24 bird species of 
resident and migratory birds have 
been observed, including a variety of 
ducks and other w i ld birds 

M a m m a l s Most of the mammals are nocturnal. 
Sixteen species have been identi f ied. 
It is believed th.it bighorn sheep 
occassionally range Into Hunter Can
yon . Carnivores include the ring
ta i l , skunk, COyOte, kit FOX, gray fox, 
and bobcat. A black btai cub was 
reported seen on the Saline Valley 
Road near the marsh. 

Feral (w i ld , introduced) burros are in 
the valley but their numbers are kept 
down by periodic gathering. They 
are placed w i th adopters through a 
special BLM adopt a burro program. 
The number of feral burros in the 
valley must be control led to 
min imize their harm to the area's 
indigenous wi ld l i fe and ecology. A 
fence has been buil t around the 
marsh to keep burros out of the 
important habitat. 

InVGFtGbratGS The marsh is a haven for numerous 
species of insects, including bit ing 
flies and mosquitos. Of interest are 
the crayfish living in the water tank 
near the marsh. 

Areas of livestock use on the publ ic lands of the 
California Desert are necessarily large in order to 
support economic herds. Because of the vastness of 
any one al lotment, livestock are not of ten seen fry 
the occassional visitor. To contro l and water these 
livestock, many range improvements (i.e., fences, 
c.riilcguards, wells, windmi l ls , storage tanks, troughs, 
etc.) have been constructed by both BLM and 
ranchers. Vandalism of these water improvements 
has of ten led to the death of livestock and economic 
hardship to the rancher. The B L M asks A L L visitors 
to public lands to respect the rights of ranchers by 
fol lowing these rules: 

1 DO NOT HARASS livestock on the 
open range. 

2. DO NOT CAMP near water improvements 
as livestock wi l l not water when people 
are there. 

3. DO NOT SHOOT at, destroy, or vandalize 
range improvements. 

4. DO NOT ASSUME that personal 
property, such as equipment or camping 
gear, left on the desert has been 
abandoned. 

1 ( 8 0 0 ) 9 5 2 - 5 4 0 0 

UP TO $ 1 0 0 0 
FOR INFORMATIOI POACHING 

ColrSP 
ONCE every seven minutes, on the average, 

another deer falls t o a poacher in Cali fornia. And 
deer is only one of a dozen or more species preyed 
on by the poacher. 

Y O U can help stop poaching, protect your 
ident i ty , and collect a sizeable reward if the 
informat ion leads t o an arrest. Y o u need not give 
your name and you won ' t be asked to testify. 

JUST dial the tol l-free Department of Fish 
and Game number: 1 (800) 952-5400. Be 
prepared to give the fullest possible account of the 
incident, such as description of the suspect and 
the vehicle license number, type o f v io lat ion, when 
and where i t occurred. If you have the suspect's 
name, age, address, and so fo r th - so much the better! 

COLLECT YOUR REWARD 

PHOTO: Visitors exploring the Saline Valley. Since 
the area is so remote and w i thou t any services, 
visitors must fo l low desert safety rules! 

MINING ACTIVITIES 
Al l mining ooerations and activities must conform 
w i th the T i t le 43 CFR 3802/3809 Regulations 
and the Cal i fornia Desert Conservation Area Plan. 
FREE copies o f these regulations and guidelines can 
be obtained by contacting any of the BLM offices 
w i th in the Cal i fornia Desert Distr ict. 

YOUR SAFETY IS A PRIME CONCERN 
TO B L M . HOWEVER, WE CANNOT 

A L W A Y S PROTECT Y O U FROM 
DOING T H I N G S WHICH MIGHT 

ENDANGER Y O U R S E L F . THE 
FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE 

PRESENTED T O INFORM YOU 
OF SOME OF T H E MORE COMMON 

DANGERS WHICH EXIST IN 
THE DESERT. H A V E A SAFE TRIP! 

MINES P9 
// v Abandoned mines and open mine 

W U shafts are common in the desert. 
They can be extremely dangerous. 

Poisonous gases w i th in mines and open mine shafts 
hundreds of feet deep const i tute life threatening 
hazards. NEVER V E N T U R E INTO A N Y OPEN 
S H A F T OR T U N N E L . 

CRIME 

TOXIC WASTE 
With the cont inued closure of tox ic 
waste disposal sites, the illegal dump
ing of hazardous waste has increased 
throughout the desert. Many of these materials 
are extremely toxic to humans. To avoid harm 
STAY CLEAR OF SUSPICIOUS DRUMS, BAGS, 
OR STRONG CHEMICAL ODORS. Visible fumes, 
dead plants or animais in the immediate v ic in i ty, 
and sudden onset o f illness or i rr i tat ion are immi
nent signs of danger. PLEASE REPORT A N Y 
SUSPECTED H A Z A R D O U S WASTE TO THE 
BLM OR THE L O C A L SHERIFF'S OFFICE. 

Even the most remote of our arid 
lands are no longer immune to 
invasion by the criminal element. 
Burglary of campsites is common in heavy-use areas, 
especially on holiday weekends. Protect yourself 
and your belongings by camping w i th groups of 
friends. LOCK UP V A L U A B L E S . 

Illegal drug activities also occur on the desert lands. 
Aircraf t used in drug smuggling land on dry lake 
beds, secret PCP laboratories crop up in remote areas, 
and illegal cul t ivat ion of marijuana most often occurs 
near water sources. Individuals involved in these 
activities should be considered dangerous. 
STAY C L E A R ! 

M FIRE 
i ^ ^ ^ J j When driving of f maintained roads, 

! avoid stopping in tall grass or brush. 
Hot catalytic converters or exhaust 

pipes can ignite d ry material causing wi ldf i re. Af ter 
driving in tal l grasses, inspect areas around exhaust 
system for trapped material. 

WATER 

WILDLIFE 

Throughout vast areas of the desert, 
services providing gasoline and water 
are few or non-existent. Don' t 

count on f i l l ing your gas tank at the "nex t d o t " on 
the map. F I L L YOUR GASOLINE A N D WATER 
CONTAINERS BEFORE V E N T U R I N G O U T INTO 
THE U N K N O W N . 

Flash f loods in the desert are a common occurrence. 
Even though it may not be raining in your location, 
torrents of water f rom nearby mountains can appear 
w i th l ightning speed, washing out roads and carrying 
unwary people to their death. Don ' t set up camp in 
a wash. IF A FLASH FLOOD OCCURS, STAY 
ON H IGH G R O U N D . 

MILITARY EXPLOSIVES 

The desert is home for some types 
of wi ld l i fe that can be especially 
dangerous such as rattlesnakes, 
scorpions, and black w idow or brown recluse spiders. 
To avoid contact w i t h these creatures, be aware of 
their habits. D O N T PUT Y O U R HANDS OR FEET 
A N Y W H E R E Y O U C A N ' T SEE FIRST! Scorpions 
and spiders can be found under rocks and boards. 
Rattlesnakes are active at night. During the day 
they are coiled in the shade (summer), or sunning 
on rocks (winter) . 

Large areas of the desert were 
used for bombing ranges and 
maneuvers by the U.S. armed forces. There are 
still many unexploded devices lying around to tempt 
the unwary, and can be found most anywhere. Do 
not handle anything resembling mi l i tary explosives. 
THESE DEVICES A R E NOT T O BE P L A Y E D 
W l T H ! They were designed to be handled by trained 
personnel, and remain explosive for many years. 
Report any such device you observe to the BLM or 
the local sheriff 's off ice. 

CAMPING 

1. Camping is l imi ted to 14 days w i th in any 
28-day per iod. Af ter 14 days, campers must 
relocate at least 25 miles f rom the previous 
site. 

2. Leave your campsite as clean or cleaner than 
you found it. 

3. Pack ou t all trash or refuse which you brought 
in. 

4. Campfires should fo l low the Fee Safety 
Guidelines. 

FIRE 
One of the last thoughts on any desert visitor's mind 
is usually the danger of wi ld f i re . Many persons th ink 
that the relatively sparse plant cover o f the desert 
lands means tha t the desert does not burn. However, 
the desert does burn . If condit ions are right, it 
can be just as dangerous and destructive as wi ldf i re 
in brushlands. 

Fire hazard in the desert varies from year to year 
because of changing cl imatic condit ions. Each year 
fire restrictions are issued to minimize fire hazard 
and prevent w i ld f i re on public lands. Depending on 
the specific f i re hazard situation during a given 
season, campfire permi t requirements are established. 
These requirements are based on three stages: 

Stage O - No Restrict ions: Campfires, BBQ's and gas 
stoves are al lowed w i t hou t permits. This normally 
applies to all desert lands in winter months, low 
elevation areas in summer, and all developed recre
ation sites year round. 

Stage 1 : Campfires and BBQ's are allowed by 
permit on ly and gas stoves are allowed w i thou t 
permits. This normal ly applies to higher elevation 
desert lands dur ing the f ire season. 

Stage 2 : No f i re use is allowed and gas stoves 
are allowed by permi t on ly . This usually applies to 
forested and brush-covered lands during the fire 
season. 

F IREWORKS A R E NOT PERMITTED ON PUBLIC 
LANDS, I N C L U D I N G THE SAFE A N D SANE 
TYPE. 

TIPS FOR A 
TDifilii lEtl C— ETDETEZ' \ / | O I T 

Plant col lect ion is allowed by permi t on ly , except 
in these three situations where no permit is required. 

1) Small-scale col lect ion o f annual w i ld f lowers 
for personal use. 

2) Small-scale col lect ion of dead and dry 
plant material (other than f i rewood) for 
personal ornamental use. 

3) General col lect ion o f dead and down wood 
for on-site campfires. 

Hobby rock collecting is permi t ted unless otherwise 
posted. Rocks, minerals, gemstones, and common 

invertebrate fossils may be removed by hand or w i th 
simple hand tools in reasonable quantit ies for per
sonal collections. Removal fo r any commercial 
sale, in large amounts, or by means of mechanical 
equipment requires a permit . 

Most types of mineral explorat ion or mining are 
governed by Federal regulations. THE REGULA
TIONS R E G A R D I N G WILDERNESS STUDY 
A R E A S (WSAs) A R E D I F F E R E N T FROM THOSE 
ON OTHER PUBLIC L A N D S . Please contact the 
closest BLM Area Off ice if your work w i l l involve 
driving of f existing routes of travel, the use of explo
sives, or the operation of mechanized earth-moving 
equipment. 

Wildl i fe water sources are scarce throughout the 
desert. TRY TO L I M I T Y O U R S T A Y A T WATER 
HOLES TO T H I R T Y M I N U T E S OR LESS to min 
imize wi ld l i fe disturbance. In add i t ion , Y O U MAY 
NOT CAMP CLOSER T H A N 200 Y A R D S FROM 
A N Y MAN-MADE W I L D L I F E WATER SOURCE. 

NOT A L L DESERT LANDS ARE PUBLIC L A N D S ! 
Private lands are scattered throughout the California 
Desert Conservation Area. Please respect private 
property. Some landowners aggressively protect 
their rights against trespass. PRIVATE PROPERTY 
OWNER PERMISSION IS REQUIRED WHEN 
OPERATING VEHICLES ON PRIVATE L A N D . 

L E A V E GATES AS )U FOUND T H E M ! 

PARK YOUR VEHICLE NO MORE T H A N 300 
FEET FROM A V E H I C L E ROUTE WHEN 
CAMPING OR STOPPING, unless posted other
wise. T ry to use existing campsites rather than 
making new ones. 

Pets are permi t ted, but should be kept under contro l 
at all times in consideration of other visitors. Also, 
be aware that natural predators, such as coyotes, 
consider small pets potential prey. 

Dumping garbage or sewage f rom any trailer or other 
vehicle, except in places or receptacles provided for 
that purpose, is prohib i ted. USE DUMP STATIONS 
FOR Y O U R WASTE R A T H E R T H A N DESERT 
LANDS. Avo id burning trash and never bury i t ! 
Try to fo l low this simple rule: 

PACK IT IN - PACK IT OUT. 

When hunting or target shooting, please use common 
sense KNOW WHERE Y O U ARE A I M I N G YOUR 
WEAPON. Don ' t shoot f rom or across a road, over 
low hills, or w i th in one half mile of developed rec 
reation sites. Use cardboard or paper targets that can 
be cleaned up or removed. DO NOT SHOOT GLASS 
BOTTLES that leave shattered fragments of glass to 
injure Others. Pick up all spent cartridges. Be aware 
of all state and loca! shooting regulations. 

The relatively sparse vegetation of the desert may 
lead some to believe that f i re danger is minimal. 
However, f i re is a real threat to desert resources. 
Be as careful w i th campfires in the desert as you are 
In the forest. Many areas of desert land are lost 
to fires caused by the illegal use of f i reworks. A L L 
FIREWORKS A R E P R O H I B I T E D ON PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Do not disturb historical or archaeological sites or 
collect artifacts. Destruction or disturbance of 
these cultural resources not on ly deprives others 
of a unique experience, but is also punishable by 
fines and/or imprisonment. A n y structure or object 
made or modif ied by people, and f i f t y years old or 
older, may have historical or archaeological impor 
tance. Sometimes, as in the case o f WWII era mi l i tary 
remains, important historical art i facts may be more 
recent. 

SAFETY-
Remember, fire restrictions in an area can change, 
SO be sure to check w i th the B L M prior to your 
desert visit. Fire stage in format ion wi l l be posted on 
major access routes and wi l l be available at all Bl M 
offices. CAMPFIRE PERMITS M A Y BE O B T A I N E D 
A T A N Y B L M OFFICE OR VISITOR CONTACT 
S T A T I O N , A N D FROM BLM RANGERS ON 
P A T R O L . 

In addi t ion, we ask that you observe the fo l lowing 
rules: 
When bui lding a campfire or using a flame device1, 
clear f lammable material down to mineral soil a 
min imum radius of F IVE FEET in order to prevent 
f ire escape. 

Carry a shovel, hand t rowel , or tool for use in pre 
paring and extinguishing your campfire. 

NEVER leave your campfire unattended. 

NEVER bui ld 
condit ions. 

your campfire in high wind 

Extinguish your campfire completely before leaving 
it. Drown, stir, and feel. You can be held liable for 
the cost of suppression and damages caused by a 
wi ld f i re that starts through negligence on your part. 

Have an approved spark arrestor on your off-road 
vehicle. 

Avoid parking your vehicle above tall dry grasses 
or other f lammable material. Be extra cautious w i th 
vehicles equipped w i th catalytic converters. 

We want you to enjoy your visit to the California 
Desert. So, to get the most out of your t r i p , make 
sure your vehicle is in good work ing condi t ion and 
that you fo l l ow these simple rules when operating 
your vehicle on public lands: 

Observe all state and local regulations. 

Drive in a careful and responsible manner. 

Keep w i t h i n established speed l imits. D O N ' T D R I V E 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE of alcohol, narcotics, 

or other dangerous drugs. 

Operate your vehicle in a manner wh ich w i l l not 
cause unnecessary damage or disturbance to soil, 
vegetation, w i ld l i fe , livestock, or man-made 
improvements. 

FOLLOW A L L APPLICABLE NOISE EMISSION 
S T A N D A R D S established by Federal or State 
agencies. 

H A V E PROPERLY I N S T A L L E D SPARK 
ARRESTORS. 

Observe the rights of private landowners in or adja 
cent to the areas or trails you ride. P R I V A T E L A N D 
OWNER PERMISSION IS REQUIRED WHEN Y O U 
OPERATE YOUR V E H I C L E ON PRIVATE LANDS. 

Have your vehicle equipped w i th brakes in good 
work ing condi t ion. 

Legally register and license your vehicle, A LICENSE 
PLATE OR " G R E E N S T I C K E R " IS REQUIRED. 

BE A VOLUNTEER 

Do you have skills, knowledge, or experience you'd 
be wi l l ing to share w i th others? 

Are you interested in the conservation and wise use 
of our nation's wi ld l i fe , water resources, desert and 
rangelands, energy or mineral resources, and some of 
the southwest's most magnificent landscapes? 

Would you like to make your personal cont r ibut ion 
toward preserving this heritage for fu ture 
generations? 

If your answer is 'yes', you are invited to consider 
work ing as a volunteer for the California Desert 
Distr ict. You ' l l f ind many opportuni t ies to make a 
difference in the lives of others, in your own l i fe, 
and in the Nation's natural resources. 

For in format ion , contact the volunteer coordinator at 
the California Desert District Off ice in Riverside. 

INTERAGENCY 
VISITOR 
CENTER (A-12) 
Located one mile south of Lone Pine on U.S. 
Highway 395, the Interagency Visi tor Center is 
operated jo in t l y by several Federal and State 
agencies. Here you can obtain informat ion about 
national parks, national forests, and BLM public 
lands in the region - as wel l as highway maps and 
other in format ion. A wide selection o f books and 
other publ ications are available for sale. 

Travel in the desert can be an adventure . I t can also 
be a disaster if a breakdown or a sudden change 
in weather catches you unprepared. The mountains, 
valleys, and lowlands of the Cal i fornia Desert can be 
harsh and unforgiving to someone w i thou t proper 
emergency tools and supplies. I t may take only a 
few minutes to travel several miles w i t h your vehicle, 
but it may take hours on foo t if you break down or 
get caught in a storm. 

Be aware of the hazards of desert travel - both in 
winter and summer. Harsh condi t ions of extreme 
heat and cold, snow, w i n d , or rain, can tu rn a desert 
out ing into a tragedy. Acquire a knowledge of 
desert survival skills. Travel in pairs for safety in 
backcountry areas. 

In Addition; 

PLAN YOUR TRIP C A R E F U L L Y Tell friends 
where you are going and for how long. Stick w i th 
your it inerary and let them know when you return. 

If it is absolutely necessary to leave your vehicle, 
leave a note indicating the t ime you left and the 
direct ion you headed. 

If you have to walk, do it when it is cool , in the 
morning or at night. 

DRESS PROPERLY In summer, you slow dehydra 
t ion and min imize exposure if you wear layered 
clothes instead of minimal clothing. In winter, 
temperatures can often drop below freezing. Bring 
extra warm c loth ing. 

CARRY PLENTY OF WATER for personal con
sumption and vehicle use. Ten gallons, used wisely, 
wi l l last two people a weekend. 

DON'T R A T I O N YOUR WATER It wi l l only do 

you good if you dr ink i t . 

M A K E SURE Y O U R EQUIPMENT IS IN GOOD 
ORDER before you leave. A f lat spare t ire or a 
water can w i t h a leak won ' t do you much good. 

WATCH THE TEMPERATURE OF YOUR CAR 
MOTOR. Grades are deceptive. Do not " l u g " 
your motor - Shi f t to a lower gear (wi th either 
standard or automatic transmission). This w i l l also 
reduce the chance of an automatic transmission 
fire. T U R N Y O U R AIR CONDIT IONER OFF IF 
YOUR CAR STARTS TO HEAT. Cool the motor 
if it boils. 

• First, t u rn into the breeze. 
o Do not stop the motor. 
o While it is running at a fast idle speed, 

slowly pour sufficient water over the 
radiator core to cool it. 

o Cover the radiator cap w i th something 
before taking it off or you could scald 
your hand and arm. 

o Slowly f i l l the radiator to the proper 
level and proceed. 

DO NOT DEFLATE TiRES. Pressure generated by 
heat is neglible, but heat generated by f r ic t ion In I 
•,oli pre is not. If you become stuck in the sand, 
you may f ind that def lat ion of the rear tires t o about 
20 pounds wi l l help you get on your way, but restore 
normal pressure as soon as possible. 

TEST THE GROUND BEFORE D R I V I N G 
T H R O U G H A WASH A few minutes of caution 
can save you a few hours of digging out . 

WATCH OUT FOR FLASH FLOODS Don' t 
attempt to cross f looded areas. 

I he fol lowing list of emergency equipment could 
save yon Don't venture out in the desert wi thout 
them 

Human related: 

good walking shoes/boots 
extra w a i n 
sunglasses 
maps of the area 
waterproof matches 
blankets 
headgear 
signal mirror 
first aid k i t 
work gloves 
f lashl ight/ lantern 
sunscreen 
knife 

Vehicle related: 

extra gasoline 
extra fan belts 
jumper cables 
wood blocks 
duct tape/electrical tape 
siphon hose 
fire extinguisher 
tow strap 
shovel 
tools 
wire 
water 
flares 

HOW TO USE 
THIS GUIDE 

To assist you in locating points o f interest, 
a locator code has been provided. This code is 
located along the margins o f this guide and util izes 
a combinat ion o f letters and numbers, such as 
" B - 6 " or " D - 8 " . 

Some vehicle routes shown on th is guide have 
numbers assigned t o them, e.g., (A272) . These 
numbers correspond t o signs w i t h the same number 
found along that route. These signs w i l l assist you 
in f inding your location on the map. 

M 

WHERE CAN I DRIVE 

While the Bureau is responsible for regulating vehicle 
use on public lands, the responsibi l i ty for knowing, 
understanding, and comply ing w i th the regulations 
is yours. 

L I M I T E D U S E A R E A S : This use designation 
encompasses a major i ty of the publ ic lands in the 
California Desert. In these areas, motor ized vehicle 
use is L I M I T E D TC APPROVED ROUTES OF 
T R A V E L O N L Y . No cross-country vehicle use is 
al lowed. A ROUTE OF T R A V E L is defined as 
any road or trai l wh ich is at least two feet wide and 
shows significant evidence of prior vehicle use. 

To help you understand and fo l low the management 
guidelines established in the California Desert, all 
public lands are placed in one of three vehicle use 
categories: Open, L imi ted Use, or Closed. 

O P E N A R E A S : Open Areas are available for all 
forms of crosscount ry motorized vehicle use. 
Motor ized vehicles may be operated anywhere 
w i th in the posted boundaries of open areas. On 
this map, all Open Areas are shown w i th GREEN 
CROSS-HATCHING. 

While use in L imi ted Use Areas is restricted to 
approved routes of travel, thousands of miles of 
roads and trails are available for the use of off-
road vehicles. 

Wi th in L imited Use Areas, routes of travel are 
designated as either OPEN, L I M I T E D , OR CLOSED 
for motor ized vehicle use. 

Open Routes are approved routes of travel availabl 
for use by all types of motorized vehicles. No re 
strict ions apply to the route. On this guide, Open 
Routes are shown as RED LINES. 

REMEMBER, i t is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY for 
knowing if an unlicensed o f f road vehicle is per
mi t ted on a part icular open route. In general, 
unlicensed off-road vehicles are NOT A L L O W E D 
on county , state or Federal highways. 

limited Routes are approved routes of travel 
available for motor ized vehicle use subject to certain 
use restrictions. These restrictions include, but are 
not l imited to , special seasons of use and l imitat ions 
on the number or types of vehicles al lowed. Limited 
Route* are shown on this guide as RED LINES WITH 
DASHED GREEN H I G H L I G H T I N G . 

Closed Routes are routes of travel which are not 
available for motor ized vehicle use. Hiking, bicy
cling, horseback r iding, and other forms of non 
motorized vehicle use are permit ted. On this guide. 
Closed Routes are shown as RED LINES WITH 
RED H I G H L I G H T I N G . 

In some instances, routes may be found on the 
ground that are not shown on this guide. If the 
route is not located in a closed area or is not signed 
closed, and the route meets the def in i t ion of a 
route of travel as described above, the route is open 
for use. 

C L O S E D A R E A S : Closed Areas are those areas 
closed to all motor ized vehicle use. Hik ing, bicycle 
r iding, horseback r iding, and other forms of non 
motorized vehicle use are permit ted. On this rnap, 
all Closed Areas are shown w i th RED CROSS-
H A T C H I N G . ( A T T E N T I O N - M I L I T A R Y LANDS 
SHOWN AS CLOSED A R E A S A R E CLOSED TO 
A L L PUBLIC ENTRY) . 

In addit ion to displaying access in format ion for BLM 
public lands, area* and routes available for use on 
other agency lands are also shown. For detailed 
informat ion about the vehicle access situation in 
these areas, please call the appropriate agency using 
the phone number listed in this guide. 

Please help protect your public lands by observing 
these vehicle use restrictions and l imitat ions. Watch 
for OHV signs and read them carefully REMEMBER, 
violations of vehicle use restrictions are punishable 
fry fines and/or imprisonment 

YOU CAN HELP 
We have a l imited number of rangers to protect the 
desert and enforce public land laws and regulations. 
Many criminal acts and violations continue to impact 
the qual i ty of your publ ic lands. If you witness anv 
of the fo l lowing events in the desert, PLEASE 
REPORT vehicle descript ion, license numbers, or 
other descriptive in format ion to any BLM off ice, 
Ranger on patro l , or nearest 

• Persons digging in and around archaeological 
sites, destroying your historical heritage. 

• Persons unloading drums or containers. 

• Persons dumping household trash, garbage, 
or sewage on publ ic lands. 

• Persons vandalizing or shooting at facil it ies, 
signs, fences, or water improvements. 

• Persons intent ional ly setting f ire to Joshua 
trees, shrubs, cactus, or other vegetation. 

• Persons cut t ing down or digging up trees, 
shrubs, cactus, or other vegetation. 

• Persons spray painting or defacing rocks, 
stones, or other natural features. 

! OR ANY OTHER ACTIVITIES 
OF A SUSPICIOUS NATURE ! 

This cooperative program is funded through the 
Chappie - Z'berg Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Law 
of 1971 . This law established a registration re
quirement for all of f-highway vehicles owned 
by California residents (Green Stickers). The 
program provides for user-generated revenue to 
be spent for enhancement of of f -highway vehicle 
opportuni t ies on publ ic lands. 

The development and pr int ing o f the Desert 
Access Guide map series is a cooperative project of 
the Bureau of Land Management and the State 
of California, Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation Division, California Department 
of Parks and Recreation. 

The vast open spaces of the Cali fornia Desert is 
uniquely situated w i th in a few hours drive o f over 
14 mi l l ion people. In recognit ion o f the special 
challenges created by this s i tuat ion, the Congress 
established the California Desert Conservation Area 
(CDCA) in 1976. Approx imate ly half o f the desert's 
25 mi l l ion acres are publ ic lands administered by the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) , an agency o f the 
U.S. Department o f the Interior. Congress directed 
the BLM to provide for the administrat ion o f publ ic 
lands in the CDCA in a way tha t wou ld protect its 
unusual natural and cultural values whi le providing 
for the wise use of its resources. The administrative 
headquarters for the CDCA is located at the BLM's 
California Desert Distr ict Off ice in Riverside. Public 
lands are managed for a variety of uses, including 
minerals, livestock grazing, w i ld l i fe , watershed, 
wilderness, and recreation. 

The fol lowing is a list of BLM California Desert Offices 
for vour informat ion: 

CALIFORNIA DESERT INFORMATION CENTER 
150 Coolwater Lane 
Barstow, CA 92311 
(619) 256 3591 

CALIFORNIA DESERT DISTRICT OFFICE 
6221 Boxspr ings Boulevard 
Riverside, CA 92507 
(909) 697 5200 

RIDGECREST RESOURCE AREA OFFICE 
300 S. Richmond Road 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
(619) 375-7125 

BARS IOW RESOURCE AREA OFFICE 
150 Coolwater Lane 
Barstow, CA 92311 
(619) 256 3591 

NEEDLES RESOURCE AREA OFFICE 
101 W. Spikes Road 
Needles, CA 92363 
(619) 326 3896 

LAI M SPRINGS SOUTH COAST 
Rl SOURCI AREA OFFICE 
P. O. Box 2000 
63500 Garnet Avenue 
North Palm Spr ings, CA 92258-2000 
(619) 251-0812 

I I CI N IRQ Rl SOURCE; AREA OFFICE 
Kit) I S. 4th Stieel 
I I den t i n , CA 92243 
(619) 352 1060 

ASSISTANCE 
Bureau of Land Management Rangers are in the 
California Desert to help you have an enjoyable and 
safe visit. Contact any Ranger or BLM Off ice for 
in format ion or assistance. 

EMERGENCY 
PHONE NUMBERS 
ALL EMERGENCIES 
(24 hour] 

DIAL 
911 

County fiber i l l 
Inyo (619) 878-2441 
Kern (Ridgecrest Station) (619) 375-9761 
San Bernardino 911 

Cali fornia H ighway Patrol 911 
Northern Inyo Hospital 

Bishop (619) 873-5811 
Southern Inyo Hospital 

Lone Pine (619) 876-5501 
Ridgecrest Commun i t y Hospita (619) 446-3551 
Dept. of Fish and Game 

Bishop (619) 872-1171 
Interagency Dispatch 

Bishop (619) 873-3300 
Interagency Communica t ions Center 

San Bernardino 
(24 hour service for Fire or 
Law Enforcement on BLM 
public lands) (909) 383-5651 

USFS, Mt. Whitney Ranger Distr ict 
Lone Pine (619) 876-5542 

Caltrans Road Condi t ions (619) 873-6366 
Interagency Vis i tor Center 

Lone Pine (619) 876-4252 
USFS, White Mtn . Ranger Distr ict 

Bishop (619) 873-4207 
Death Valley National Monument (619) 786-2331 

NOTES NOTES NOTES NOTES NOTES NOTES 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT THE APPROPRIATE 
OFFICE BELOW: 
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